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CHAPTER 1
THE WAR IN THE AIR

Air Force Strength Proves Dominant Military Factor—The German
Campaigns—The British and Russians Strike Back—The War
Spreads to Asia—Treachery Enables Japan to Take Advan-
tage of the Element of Surprise—United Nations Prepare
for Decisive Aerial Victories.

press early in April, 1942, World War II has spread to all

continents, and now at last among all the peoples trying to
save our civilized way of life there is the awful realization that air
power, superior air power, can dominate any military situation on
land or sea. That lesson should have struck home two years ago when
the German legions ravished most of Europe with their superior air
power; and it should have been a self-evident truth when they failed
to annijhilate England because her heroic, amazingly efficient Royal
Air Force managed to maintain superior strength at home and either
shot down the Germans or drove them helter-skelter back to their
own sties. Such was the lesson, the bitter lesson, of the war up to a
year ago.

The British were doing fairly well in North Africa for several
months, their advance against the Axis armies, paced by American
pursuit planes and bombers, along with the féw British machines
they thought they could spare from other far-flung outposts of the
Empire. But they underestimated Axis air strength again. Pausing
only long enough in April to blast the Yugoslavian armies into obliv-
ion with their heavy bombers and attack planes, the Germans went on
into Greece and took that gallant nation before the end of the month.
Then they flew at the throats of the British in Libya again. Crete
was supposed to be the scene of a last stand opposition to the Axis
thrust to the East. The Germans flew in their air forces on May 21,
contemptuously using gliders for army transport in defiance of the
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Q-S this 24th annual edition of the Aircraft Year Book goes to
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